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SURVEY PROFILE

e Survey Title: “Investigating the Future: An in-depth study of public
opinion in Cyprus”

e Sample Size: 1,000 Greek Cypriots and 1,000 Turkish Cypriots
e Sampling Process: Multi-stage Random Stratified Sampling

e Method of Data Collection: Face to Face Interviews with a Structured
Questionnaire at Homes of Respondents and in their Native language

* Period of Data Collection: 06" October — 06" November 2009
e Project Supervision: Ahmet Sozen, Spyros Christou

e Research Coordination: Alexandros Lordos, Erol Kaymak

e Data Analysis: Christos Anastasiades

e Field Work: Symmetron Market Research for Greek Cypriots kat KADEM
Cyprus Social Research for Turkish Cypriots
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SECTION A
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UNDERLYING MOTIVES AND PRINCIPLES
REGARDING THE PROPERTY ISSUE
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Of these possible motives for solving the Cyprus problem, which five are most important to you?

100% -
e=fil=s Greek Cypriots
81%
80% ==gr==Turkish Cypriots
6 -
60% -
40% -
20% -
10%
0%
Returning to a Achieving the Achieving justice in  Ending the threat Putting the past Fully enjoyingthe  Being able to live Living within a Preserving our Improving our
constitutional order territorial unity of relation to that emanates from behind us so we can benefits of EU and work anywhere functional, cultural identity ~ economic situation
where the two Cyprus properties lost Turkey / the Greek  look towards the membership in Cyprus democratic and
communities share during events from Cypriots future internationally
power 1963/1974 respected state

Motives for solving the Cyprus Problem

Among Greek Cypriots, achieving justice in relation to properties lost in 1974 is among the most important
motives for solving the Cyprus Problem, second only to security. Among Turkish Cypriots achieving justice in
relation to properties lost through past events is lower in the rank of priorities, but it was still declared an
important concern by about one third of poll participants. A more central motive of Turkish Cypriots,
preserving their cultural identity, is also linked indirectly to the property issue, to the extent that it is related

i--i with the pursuit of bizonality.

interpeace . . p
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From your point of view, which are the highest priority items which the negotiations should be working to resolve?

80% -
72%
70% - —— Greek Cypriots —#— Turkish Cypriots
1%
60% -
50% -
40% -
30% -
20% -
10% -
9%
0% T T T
The issue of which The way the The issue of The issue of the Territorial The propertyissue  The issue of the The issue of security
competences will be  settlement will sovereignty presidency adjustments and people from Turkey  and guarantees
at Federal level and affect our financial related issues of
which at Constituent situation relocation
State level

Negotiating priorities of the wider public

Seen as a dossier of the Comprehensive Settlement negotiations, the property issue ranks high among the
priorities both of Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots. For Greek Cypriots, it is ranked as the third most urgent
priority item after security and the issue of the people from Turkey, which could arguably be reframed as an
issue of ‘demographic security’, while for Turkish Cypriots property ranks second only to security as a priority
item which the negotiations should be working to resolve.

International Peacebuilding Alliance
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To what extent do you support or oppose the following principles for the resolution of the property issue? (Greek Cypriots)

The property issue should be solved primarily through restitution S%| 11% 30%
i O Entirely
Al citizens must have the right to live, work and exercise their political rights |[3] gg4 11% 28% Unacceptable
anywhere within Cyprus
The affected individuals - ordinary GC and TC displaced persons - need to be ||3] gos 16% 30% lerable if
consulted so that the solution is tailor-made to their requirements OTolerable
i necessary
The International Community should contribute generously to the financial |[ges[ gog 14% 30%
cost involved in the resolution of the property issue
. . . O Satisfactory
A full census of all affected properties should take place, examining their 7% | 9% 14% 27%
current use and condition
It is important to ensure that mixed local communities would arise in the 6%| 12% 19% 36%
context of a settlement. | O Desirable
There should be a balanced compromise between GC desire to live anywhere 17% 23% 21% 23%
in Cyprus and TC desire to remain majority in the region they control
The property issue should be solved primarily through compensation 29% 19% 18% 21% @ Essential
All or most GCs should live in the GC state and all or most TCs should live in 55% 15% 12% 10%
the TC state I X I I
< < <
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Allegiance to principles for solving the Property issue (Greek Cypriots)

Greek Cypriots remain loyal to the principle that the property issue should be solved primarily through
restitution, while the right to live, work and exercise political rights anywhere in Cyprus should in their view
also be safeguarded. Also important is considered the principle of participation, namely that affected
individuals themselves need to be consulted so that the solution is tailor-made to their requirements, while a
full census of all affected properties is also supported, such as would provide an accurate factual basis for

i..i negotiations over the property issue.
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To what extent do you support or oppose the following principles for the resolution of the property issue? (Turkish Cypriots)

The International Community should contribute generously to the financial i 7% | 12% | 42%
cost involved in the resolution of the property issue |
The affected individuals - ordinary GC and TC displaced persons - need to be | 7% | 13% | 43%

consulted so that the solution is tailor-made to their requirements

O Entirely
Unacceptable

All or most GCs should live in the GC state and all or most TCs should live in 11% 19% 28%

the TC state |
A full census of all affected properties should take place, examining their | 12% | 21% | 41%
current use and condition | I
All diti have the right toli K and e el et i O Satisfactory
citizens must have the right to live, work and exercise their political rights 17% 19% 27%
anywhere within Cyprus |

There should be a balanced compromise between GC desire to live anywhere | 17% | 19% | 36% -

in Cyprus and TC desire to remain majority in the region they control O Desirable

It is important to ensure that mixed local communities would arise in the 21% 22% 29% ﬁ

O Tolerable if
necessary

context of a settlement.

The property issue should be solved primarily through compensation 27% 27% 27% | @ Essential
The property issue should be solved primarily through restitution . 33% : .23% . 29% . | 10% -
\/ \/ \/ \/
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Allegiance to principles for solving the Property issue (Turkish Cypriots)

Turkish Cypriots are particularly emphatic that the international community should contribute generously to

the financial cost involved in the resolution of the property issue, while similarly to Greek Cypriots they

believe that there should be a participatory mechanism for the inclusion of affected individuals in the process

of solving the property issue. However, in sharp contrast to Greek Cypriots, Turkish Cypriots expect that each

community should primarily reside within the boundaries of its own constituent state.
interl;;!ace From: Kaymak E, Lordos A and Tocci N (2008) «Building Confidence in Peace», Brussels: Centre for European Gy rus 8
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Do you have strong memories, direct or indirect, from your life in your original home, before the events of the Cyprus

70% -

Problem?

M Greek Cypriots 61%

60% - @ Turkish Cypriots

50% -
40% -
30% -
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33%
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No, | was not born / too young, Only indirectly, | was not born / A little: | only have vague Moderately: | have fragmented Yes, | have strong and vivid
and my parents haven't spoken too young but my parents have memories of my childhood there memoried of my life there but memories of life at my original
to me much about that time  spoken to me extensively about they seem very far away now home

life at our original home
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“The life before”: Strength of memories

Greek Cypriot displaced persons declare that they have strong and vivid memories of life at their original home,
and even among those who were too young to have direct memories, parents have tended to fill in the gaps by
speaking extensively to their children about life at their original home. In contrast, few Turkish Cypriots maintain
strong and vivid memories of life at their original home, while Turkish Cypriot parents do not as a rule speak
much to their children about “the life before”.
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To the extent that you do have memories or representations from life at your original home, would you say that these
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memories are positive or negative?
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“The life before”: Quality of memories

Among Greek Cypriots, memories of life at their original home are almost uniformly viewed as very positive,
whereas among Turkish Cypriots different groups report positive, neutral or negative memories of life at their
original home.
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SECTION B
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CONTESTED PRIORITIES FOR INDIVIDUAL CASES OF
PROPERTY AND THE ‘WILLINGNESS TO RETURN’

International Peacebuilding Alliance
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What type of property did you, or your parents, own in the areas under the control of the other community?

100% - 97%
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57% 58%

60% - 59%

50% -
40% -
30% -

19%
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Didn't own any property Secondary Residence Commercial Property Agricultural Property Vacant Land Primary Residence

—@— Greek Cypriots —a—Turkish Cypriots

Pre-Cyprus Problem Property Ownership

Almost all Greek Cypriot displaced persons owned a primary residence at their original town or village before
1974, while more than half also owned agricultural land or vacant land plots. About six in ten Turkish Cypriots
owned a primary residence at their original town or village before the 1963-1974 events, while one in three
owned agricultural land.

International Peacebuilding Alliance
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After the events of the Cyprus Problem, have you or your family been granted, by the government, the right to use any of
these types of properties?

60% -
54%
50%
50%
40% -
30%
20%
10% - 6%
g Ly./.—— 8%
0
0% 1% m ‘ 0% ‘
Secondary Residence Commercial Property Agricultural Property Vacant Land Haven't been granted any Primary Residence
property
—i— Greek Cypriots —#—Turkish Cypriots

Post-Cyprus Problem Property Use

As regarding properties which displaced persons have been granted use of after the events of the Cyprus
Problem, the findings are comparable: About half have been granted use of a primary residence, while
significantly fewer have been granted use of agricultural properties, land plots, or commercial properties. Very
few have been granted use of a secondary residence.

International Peacebuilding Alliance
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For each of the following types of affected properties, who do you believe should be granted priority: Original owners or current users?

(Greek Cypriots)
Currently unused properties | 1% | 7% |
Properties where immigrants from Turkey currently live 12% 7%
16% 15% |

Partly used properties, not currently vital as residences or for income generation

Properties currently used by nationals of other countries, as residences or holiday 14% 17% |

homes e

Properties currently used as factories, shops or offices 19% 28% 2
Properties on which significant improvements have been made, to the extent that 16% 38% 2
their real value has increased by more than 50% _—
Properties that used to be empty plots before 1963/74 but now have homes or 16% 37% 3
apartments built on them I
Originally privately owned properties on which public utilities have in the mean time 10% 50% 12%
been constructed = /' /' /'
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
@ Such properties must definitely be returned to original owners O 1t would be preferable if such properties were returned to original owners
O1am open to both alternative solutions for such properties O It would be preferable if such properties remain with current users

@ Such properties must definitely remain with current users

Priority to the original owner or to the current user? (Greek Cypriots)

Greek Cypriots as a rule expect that priority over properties should be granted to the original owners,
especially currently unused properties and properties where immigrants from Turkey currently live.
Exceptions to this rule are properties which have been significantly improved since 1974, and properties on
which public utilities have been constructed. For these categories, there is greater tolerance to the prospect
.. of priority being granted to the current user.
M
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For each of the following types of affected properties, who do you believe should be granted priority: Original owners or current users?
(Turkish Cypriots)

Currently unused properties

Properties currently used by nationals of other countries, as residences or holiday
homes

Partly used properties, not currently vital as residences or for income generation

Properties where immigrants from Turkey currently live

Properties currently used as factories, shops or offices

Properties that used to be empty plots before 1963/74 but now have homes or
apartments built on them

Properties on which significant improvements have been made, to the extent that
their real value has increased by more than 50%

Originally privately owned properties on which public utilities have in the mean time
been constructed

£ < < <
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
@ Such properties must definitely be returned to original owners O 1t would be preferable if such properties were returned to original owners
O1am open to both alternative solutions for such properties O It would be preferable if such properties remain with current users

@ Such properties must definitely remain with current users

Priority to the original owner or to the current user? (Turkish Cypriots)

Turkish Cypriots tend to divide into two major groups on the issue of priority: Those who insist that priority
should be granted to the current user, and those who believe that the prospect of restitution, or of granting
priority to original owners, should not be dismissed out of hand. By category, the greatest tolerance to the
prospect of restitution is in relation to currently unused property, while also tolerable is the restitution of
properties currently used by nationals of other countries and of properties that are only partly used currently,

i..i without being vital as residences or for income generation. P
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Would you return to your original home to live there, if it was returned under Greek Cypriot administration?
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Would you return to your original home to live there, if it was returned under Turkish Cypriot administration?
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Willingness of Greek Cypriots to return to their original homes

Greek Cypriot displaced persons display great willingness to return to their original home, assuming that such
return would be under Greek Cypriot administration. In contrast, the majority of displaced Greek Cypriots say
they would not be interested to return to their original home, if it was returned under Turkish Cypriot
administration.
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Willingness to return correlated with pre-1974 district of origin (Greek Cypriots)

80% -
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@ Return even under Turkish Cypriot administration B Only return under Greek Cypriot administration OUnwilling to Return

Variations of willingness to return, by pre-1974 district of origin (Greek Cypriots)

Greek Cypriots from Kyrenia district express a greater willingness to return under Turkish Cypriot administration,

compared to other displaced Greek Cypriots. In contrast, a majority of displaced Greek Cypriots from Mesaoria

region say that they are not willing to return, even under Greek Cypriot administration.
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Age correlated with willingness to return (Greek Cypriots)
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e=g==Return even under Turkish Cypriot administration e=fll=s Only return under Greek Cypriot administration et Unwilling to Return
Variations in willingness to return, by age group (Greek Cypriots)
Younger Greek Cypriots are most likely to declare that they are unwilling to return, whether under Greek Cypriot
or Turkish Cypriot administration. In contract, older Greek Cypriots, over 55, display a willingness to return to
their original homes even under Turkish Cypriot administration
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Factors which would encourage displaced Greek Cypriots to return under Turkish Cypriot administration
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e=¢==Return even under Turkish Cypriot administration e=ll==Only return under Greek Cypriot administration === Unwilling to Return
Which factors would encourage return of displaced Greek Cypriots?
When asked which policy measures would encourage the decision to return under Turkish Cypriot
administration, displaced Greek Cypriots with an initially declared interest to return say that the most important
factor would be if other Greek Cypriots from their town or village also opt to return, while an also important
encouragement would be the presence of Greek Cypriots in the local police force. The presence of Greek
o o . . . B Y
I Cypriot physicians, Greek Cypriot schools and Orthodox churches would also be helpful factors, as would be the
interpeace prospect of finding suitable employment or being able to commute to their current place of work. Cyg rus ﬁ
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If given a range of choices as below, what would you do today with your original property in the context of a settlement
provided your property falls under Greek Cypriot administration? (Greek Cypriots)

. . . O Definitely No
I would use it as a primary residence
I would use it as a holiday home
I would accept exchange, so that | get a property of equivalent value OProbably No
elsewhere
| would establish a business on it
O Probably Yes
I would accept compensation in cash
I would rent it out for income
L. @ Definitely
I would accept compensation in the form of government guaranteed Yes
bonds

Rank ordering of specific options for properties to be returned under Greek Cypriot
administration (Greek Cypriots)

In the case of return under Greek Cypriot administration, 55% of displaced Greek Cypriots say they would
consider utilising their property personally, whether as a primary residence or as a holiday home, while
options related to using the property for income generation (renting it out, establishing a business on it) are
considered acceptable by 30% of displaced Greek Cypriots.

interpeace From: Psaltis C, Lytra E, Hewstone M (2010) «Representations of History and Intergroup Relations in the Greek Cy rus p
Internatons! Pescebulding Alance Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot Communities», Nicosia: Association for Historical Dialogue and Research E 015 & rch and dilogue

Alliance Internationale pour la consolidation de la paix
Alianza Internacional para la Consolidacién de la Paz



If given a range of choices as below, what would you do today with your original property in the context of a settlement
provided your property falls under Turkish Cypriot administration? (Greek Cypriots)

I would accept exchange, so that | get a property of equivalent value O Definitely No
elsewhere
I would accept compensation in cash
OProbably No
I would rent it out for income
I would use it as a holiday home 60% 14% 20%
Id ion in the f £ d ! O Probably Yes
I would accept compensation in the form of government guarantee 62% 17% 12%
bonds
I would use it as a primary residence 79% 10%
] @ Definitely
I would establish a business oniit |L_ : B : _14% I8 Yes
< < < <
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Rank ordering of specific options for properties to be returned under Turkish Cypriot
administration (Greek Cypriots)

In contrast, for properties that are to be returned under Turkish Cypriot administration the options that
predominate among Greek Cypriot displaced persons are, firstly, exchange to get a property of equivalent
value elsewhere, secondly, compensation in cash, and thirdly, rental of the property for income generation.
About one in four displaced Greek Cypriots say that they would use their property as a holiday home, while
i"i only 10% appear to be interested in using their property as a primary residence.
interpeace From: Psaltis C, Lytra E, Hewstone M (2010) «Representations of History and Intergroup Relations in the Greek Cy Fus p
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If given a range of choices as below, what would you do today with your original property in the context of a settlement
provided your property falls under Greek Cypriot administration? (Turkish Cypriots)

I would accept exchange, so that | get a property of equivalent value O Definitely No
elsewhere
I would rent it out for income
| OProbably No
I would accept compensation in cash 23% 15% 46%
I would accept compensation in the form of government guaranteed 21% 22% 41%
bonds
| O Probably Yes
I would use it as a holiday home 34% 20% 38%
I would establish a business on it 31% 27% 35%
i % @ Definitely
I would use it as a primary residence : |5°% : 2?% |19% Yes
< < < <
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Rank ordering of specific options for properties to be returned under Greek Cypriot
administration (Turkish Cypriots)

Quite against the flow of familiar stereotypes, a greater proportion of Turkish Cypriots would be interested to

return under Greek Cypriot administration that Greek Cypriots under Turkish Cypriot administration!

Specifically, almost half of displaced Turkish Cypriots would consider using their original residence in the south

as a holiday home, while one in four Turkish Cypriots would be further willing to use their property in the
oo south as a primary residence. Still, the predominant options for the majority of displaced Turkish Cypriots are,
N as expected, exchange, rental, and compensation in cash. y
rus

interpeace From: Psaltis C, Lytra E, Hewstone M (2010) «Representations of History and Intergroup Relations in the Greek Cy
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Thank you for your attention.
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